
Purchasing and Accessing Your Textbooks 

While the majority of the required digital textbooks are either iBooks or Kindle books, there are a few other 

distributors that require a specific app to access their books.   Below are the directions for purchasing, 

downloading and accessing textbooks from each of the distributors.  All user names and passwords used to 

create accounts for these purchases should be written down as they will be needed to access purchased books 

on your iPad.  Consult your schedule and the book portal website to determine the required textbooks for 

your classes.  The book portal links directly to each textbook purchase page. 

iBooks - iBooks App 

1. If you don't have the iBook app on your iPad, download it from the app store. 

2. From your iPad, go to the booklist portal website and select the class and then the book. 

3. When the link opens, tap on the price of the book. 

4. Tap  “Buy Book.” 

5. If prompted, enter you Apple ID and password. 

6. In the iBooks app, go to “Library” to see the books you have downloaded. 

Kindle Book - Kindle App 

1.  You must have an Amazon account.  If you already have one you can move ahead to step 8. 

2.  To create an Amazon account go to www.amazon.com. 

3. In the upper right hand corner of the website, tap “Hello, Sign In Your Account.” 

4. When the Drop down options appears, select “New Customer? Start Here.” 

5. Follow the online instructions to create an account. 

6. On your iPad download the Kindle app and sign in to your Amazon account. 

7. When prompted select “register this device.” 

8. Go to www.amazon.com and login to your account. 

9. Search for the textbook you want to buy. 

10. Choose the Kindle Edition. Purchase the book with a credit card or through Paypal. 

11. Select your iPad as the device to download to. 

12. When the transaction is complete, open the Kindle app on the iPad and wait for the book to download. 

Cengage  E-books - VitalSource Bookshelf App 

1. You must have a VitalSource account.  If you have a VitalSource account go to step 5. 

2. Go to the booklist portal and select a class. 

3. Select "Create An Account." 

4. Follow the instructions to create an account.  (Note: "Under College, School, or Institution" the 
school's zip code is 60620.  From the drop down box , select "Other"  and manually type "St. Rita High 
School." 

5. Go to the booklist portal and select the class again. 

6. Follow the link to purchase the book. 

7. Purchase the book. 

8. On your iPad, tap into the App Store and download “Bookshelf." 

http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.amazon.com/


9. Open the application and login using your VitalSource account to access your book. 

 

Vista Higher Learning E-Book 

All Spanish and French books are purchased through Vista Higher learning and include access to online 

resources.  The books are used for two years,  

1. Go to the booklist portal and select the class and then the book. 

2. To purchase the book select "Add to Cart." 

3. Select "Continue to Checkout" 

4. Review the order and if it is correct select "Checkout." 

5. If you have a Vista Higher Learning account, select "Log in"  and go to step 8. 

6.  If you do not have a Vista Higher Learning account, select "Create a Student Account" and fill in the 

required information. 

7. Select "Create Student Account." 

8. Complete your order by filling out the required information. 

9. Go to the App Store and search by the title of your book. 

10. Be sure to select the correct level (Freshman/Sophomore Level 1, Junior/Senior Level 2) 

11. Tap the price of the book, then tap "Buy" 

12. If prompted enter your Apple ID 

13. Go to the iPad home page and find the book. 

14. Open the book and log in using your Vista Higher Learning Student account to access it. 

  

Saavas Private & Parochial School Site 

1. Go to the booklist portal and select the class and then the book. 

2. Enter the school zip code “60620” 

3. Select “St. Rita of Cascia High School” from the list. 

4. From the drop down box select the course 

5. Enter the quantity of the book “1” 

6. Select “Add to Cart” 

7. Click on the “Guest Checkout” and follow the online steps to complete your order. 

8. Print a copy of the receipt to give to your classroom teacher for access.  An access code will be mailed 

to your home address.  Be sure this information in input correctly.  Classroom teacher will provide 

more information on how to use the access code to join their class and access the textbook. 

 


